
Please join us for our March 14 chapter meeting with Lou Touchette 
and Mike Sweeney from the HLAA award winning Whatcom County 
Chapter.  The presentation will focus on effective communication and 
hearing loops, in addition to learning a little about their hearing loss 
journey. Mike and Lou are past presidents of  the chapter.  

Both Lou and Mike work closely with Western Washington University 
Audiology Department and with Washington State HLAA.  A small 
group of  the chapter do outreach work, and are mentored by Cheri 
Perazzoli and Ann Thomas of  HLAA National.   

The chapter has had success advocating for Hearing Accessibility 
recently especially in placement of  induction hearing loops.  Recently 
the chapter was awarded the “The Chapter on a Mission”, by HLAA.   

Mike Sweeney is a long time member of  the HLAA Whatcom 
County Chapter.  He and his wife both are members of  the executive 
committee, and Mike is presently the membership coordinator.  

After retiring from Boeing after a career in the Air Force Lou and his 
wife moved to Tucson.  Where after discovering there was no HLAA 
chapter, he joined ALOHA (Adult Loss of  Hearing Association.  He 
was a member of  the board and a leader of  the “Let’s Loop Tucson” 
initiative where he installed more than 350 loops!  

In 2018 he returned to Washington and looped his home, and is now 
involved in the “Let’s Loop  Northwest Washington” movement. 

Please invite a family member or friend, with or without hearing loss, 
and prepare for an informative and entertaining discussion from our 
fellow HLAA chapter friends in Washington.   

As always, there is no charge for the meetings and light refreshments 
will be served. Meetings are amplified and the room has an induction 
loop system. CART (Communication Access Realtime Translation) 
caption service is provided to the speakers’s presentation can be read 
if  needed.  

Mark your calendar:  Tuesday,  March 14, 2023 at 12:30 p.m.

Join Us!  
Tuesday, March 14, 2023 

12:30 pm 

Meeting Location:
First Presbyterian Church
12225 N. 103rd Avenue
Sun City,  AZ 85351

Meeting Dates:  
Second Tuesday of a month 
from October - May

Meeting Time: 
12:30 p.m. Check-in
1:00 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. Meeting

Questions? 
Melanie O’Rourke, President
pres@hlaawestvalleyaz.org
623-882-5554

Fred Williams, Vice President
vp@hlaawestvalleyaz.org

The Hearing Loss Association 
of America is the nation’s 
foremost membership and 
advocacy organization. Visit the 
website: www.hearingloss.org 

The West Valley Chapter is a 
local chapter providing 
education, information, support 
and advocacy for people with 
hearing loss.  Visit our website:
www.hlaawestvalleyaz.org and 
like us on Facebook: 
HLAAWestValleyAZ
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