
Join us for our April 11 chapter meeting with HLAA 
2022 Lifetime Achievement award winner, and tireless 
advocate for people with hearing loss,  Joe Duarte. 

 Joseph C. Duarte (Joe) was born in Portugal, where his 
hearing loss was repeatedly misdiagnosed until 
receiving his first hearing aid at age four. He was the 

only person in his immediate family with profound hearing loss. When 
Joe was in his early teens, his parents moved him to the United States 
in hopes that he would have more opportunities. After receiving a 
degree in Biomedical Electronics Engineering from the University of  
Rhode Island, he was hired by IBM and worked as a systems engineer 
on sonar systems of  submarines for 10 years.  

 In 1991, Joe decided to leave IBM to focus on his passion, the 
development of  technologies to support communications accessibility 
for individuals who are deaf  or hard of  hearing. He did this first with 
opening Duartek, Inc., and then by getting involved with InnoCaption 
where he is currently working as a Co-CEO. 

 Joe got his first cochlear implant in 2008 and the second in 2010 along 
with his wife Meg who got her first CI on the same day. Together, they 
have four hearing children. Joe is fluent in Portuguese and started using 
ASL after discovering the language during a meeting with deaf  
colleagues at IBM. 

Please invite a family member or friend, with or without hearing loss, 
and prepare for an informative and entertaining presentation.  

As always, there is no charge for the meetings and light refreshments 
will be served. Meetings are amplified and the room has an induction 
loop system. CART (Communication Access Realtime Translation) 
caption service is provided so the speakers’s presentation can be read 
if  needed.  

Mark your calendar:  Tuesday,  April 11, 2023 at 12:30 p.m.

Join Us!  
Tuesday, April 11, 2023 

12:30 pm 

Meeting Location:
First Presbyterian Church
12225 N. 103rd Avenue
Sun City,  AZ 85351

Meeting Dates:  
Second Tuesday of a month 
from October - May

Meeting Time: 
12:30 p.m. Check-in
1:00 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. Meeting

Questions? 
Melanie O’Rourke, President
pres@hlaawestvalleyaz.org
623-882-5554

Fred Williams, Vice President
vp@hlaawestvalleyaz.org

The Hearing Loss Association 
of America is the nation’s 
foremost membership and 
advocacy organization. Visit the 
website: www.hearingloss.org 

The West Valley Chapter is a 
local chapter providing 
education, information, support 
and advocacy for people with 
hearing loss.  Visit our website:
www.hlaawestvalleyaz.org and 
like us on Facebook: 
HLAAWestValleyAZ
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